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Perth College UHI has launched a unique 
initiative to teach pupils in Perth and 
Kinross about the principles of renewable 
energy and provide an insight into the 
careers available in the sector. The first of 
its kind in Scotland, 'Renewable Energy 
School' is a form of engineering and 
science club aimed at S1 pupils. 

Supported by the Women in Engineering 
Society, pupils participated on Saturday 
28 April from a number of schools 
including: St John's Academy, The 
Community School of Auchterarder, 
Breadalbane Academy, Kilgraston School 
and Perth Academy. The School was 

Twenty second year students from the 
Business, Accounting and Administration 
area recently travelled to Berlin for a four-
day business and cultural visit.  Whilst 
taking in the many cultural attractions 
of such a vibrant and cosmopolitan city, 
the main emphasis of the trip was a 
visit to the Risk Centre of the Deutsche 
Bank.  Deutsche Bank is a leading global 
investment bank with more than 100,000 
employees.  The Risk Centre is a relatively 
new enterprise in Berlin and is the ‘near 
shore’ for centralised risk management 
support.  The staff of 300 is exceptionally 
diverse, having an average age of 30, 
including over 50 nationalities, speaking 
over 40 languages.   

Students were made extremely welcome 
by Head of the Risk Centre, Paul Fraser 
and were given an overview of the 
work going on there.  They were then 
given access to three teams and their 
key personnel who spoke of their roles, 
qualifications and experience working in 
Berlin.  The areas visited included Data 
Management, Legal and Quants and 
Statistics.  Students remarked on how 
motivated and inspiring these young staff 
members were. 

Students visited a variety of sites of 
historical and cultural importance 
including the Brandenberg Gate, the 
Berlin Wall, the Gestapo Headquarters  
and probably most memorable,  the 
Holocaust Memorial and Museum.

Feedback from students on the trip 
emphasised the value and benefits 

gained.  Cultural perspectives and 
understanding is broadened as well as 
an appreciation that their studies have 
increased the options available to them in 
the future.

Tina Riddell and Liz Courtney, 
Business, Accounting and 
Administration Lecturers

Student Visit to Berlin

Renewable School 'Powers-Up'

opened by Jim Brown, Director of the 
Energy Partnership, a national initiative to 
promote training in the energy sector.
 
The first session was delivered by Roddy 
Renfrew, Science Development Officer, 
Perth & Kinross Council.  Special thanks go 
to our student volunteers, Connor Benner 
(HNC Art and Design)
and Christie Donald
(BA History) who
helped with the
day’s events.
Our Renewable
School logo was
designed by Design

Student in games success
Louise Brett, NC Business student, 
represented Perth College UHI at 
the recent UK School Games at the 
London Olympic Stadium. There were 
representatives from all the Home Nations 
and also a team from Brazil.  Louise won 

Music Portugal visit
Three BA Honours music students and I 
have recently returned from a successful 
week-long exchange at the jazz and 
contemporary music department, 
University of Évora, Portugal. 

Mark Macsporran, John Cargill and Jack 
Brown took part in ensemble, ear training, 
and improvisation classes and received 
instrumental tuition as guests of Évora 
University. I presented a research seminar 

Pilot project 
trialled within 
SVS department
I have been involved with a Scottish 
trial project INFOLIO - a web-based 
e-portfolio system – with the SVS 
school link group as part of a transition 
programme into college.

This pilot is underway in Perth and also 
Supported Learning Departments in four 
other Scottish colleges, assisted by Jill 
Hale from Scotland’s Colleges and Margaret 
Mackay from JISC. 

The programme can be used to store 
photos, film, word documents and has a 
text to speech facility which is easy 
to use and can be custom designed by 
the student. 

Students can access via the internet to use 
in college or at home and can choose to 
share work with others.

The pilot will be presented to colleges 
throughout Scotland on the 22 June at a 
Scotland’s Colleges event.
 
Diane Murdoch,
Lecturer, SVS

University of Évora music students plus in back row - second from left: Dr Eduardo Lopes, course leader 
and third from left: Ronnie Goodman. Front row -  second, third and fourth: Jack Brown, Mark Macsporran 
and John Cargill.

and practical workshops on Brazilian music 
and culture. 

This trip was part of an Erasmus teaching 
exchange with the students assisted by UHI 
Student Development Fund. The students 
found this a musically broadening and 
highly motivating cultural experience.

Ronnie Goodman, 
Music lecturer

bronze in the 200m sprint and achieved 
personal best times in the 100 and 200m.  
Many famous Olympic stars were present 
in the stadium and mentor athletes 
provided advice in each area.  David 
Beckham did a video cast message to the 

stadium as part of the opening ceremony.

Louise said: “It was a great experience 
running in the Olympic Stadium at UK 
School Games. I have worked hard in 
my athletics and it’s starting to pay off, 
as I got two personal bests and a 
bronze medal."

Kathryn Lyneborg, Lecturer

and Media student Callum Russell.

In another session, the pupils had a 
spectacular day out in May, visiting the 
Griffin Wind Farm. As part of the day's 
events, Professor Andrew Rae and Dr. 
Robert Boyd took the students to see the 
newly opened SSE site just north of
Dunkeld. On a beautiful sunny
Saturday morning the group had a
picnic while appreciating the sheer scale 
of the Wind Farm. 

Dr Robert Boyd, 
Engineering and Science Subject Leader

Louise and her classmates.

Griffin Wind farm Renewable Energy School session


