
NHYE races at Silverstone 
 
On 29th April North Highland Young Engineers travelled to Silverstone for the 
opening weekend of the Greenpower season to take part in both the Season 
Opener and Corporate Challenge. Both our cars, Coyote and Wacky Racer, 
were competing and were joined by Mjolnir from Pentland Electric Racing; a 
private team that provides our club members with hands-on experience of 
modern composites production and electronics. 
 
A scrutineering session was held on Saturday evening with our cars passing 
without problems. Sunday dawned to high winds and heavy rain, not ideal 
conditions for lightweight vehicles with delicate electronics!  
 
First action of the day would be the one hour practice session, due to the 
conditions our teams decided to do little more than a shakedown run with the 
most experienced driver, thankfully both Coyote and Wacky Racer returned to 
pits with an encouraging “thumbs-up”.  
 
The organisers decided to start the 80 minute Season Opener from the pit lane 
to minimise the time taken to form the grid, the position of our pit garage 
meant we were starting close to the back of the 52 car field.  
 

 
 

Ailsa braves the English “drought” whilst waiting to push Lorna in “Coyote” at the start of the 
Season Opener. Brand new tail with integral helmet fairing can be clearly seen. 



The first lap of any race is a nervous affair as the large group of cars slowly 
sorts itself out but Coyote crossed the line for the first time in 18th position 
having passed more than half the field, the veteran Wacky Racer was running 
a conservative strategy in 40th, and Mjolnir’s aggressive approach had it 
battling for the lead. As all teams were required to use three drivers the 
pitstops started after about 20 minutes with the Caithness teams working with 
each other to ensure the minimum time was lost as positions changed rapidly. 
At the halfway stage Wacky was in 23rd, Coyote 8th and Mjolnir held a lead of 
over a minute. The one hour mark passed with the NHYE cars both having 
gained three more places and Mjolnir still in the lead and looking safe, but 
with less than 10 minutes remaining its batteries faded and the chasing pack 
soon swept past. The chequered flag fell with Nicola guiding Coyote to 4th 
place, just 40 seconds off a podium, in her first drive at Silverstone and Kirsty 
bringing home the ever dependable Wacky Racer in 17th, despite it’s problems 
Mjolnir was a very creditable 9th. 
 
With an hour between races the cars were checked over and prepared for the 
Corporate Challenge. The Clerk of the Course made a last minute decision to 
shorten the race to 2 hours 40 minutes with two pairs of batteries instead of the 
usual three; this was to reduce the impact of the cold, wet conditions on the 
younger drivers. As the cars lined up on the grid the atrocious conditions took 
a turn for the worse! The track turned into a river and winds increased to gale 
force, nevertheless at 1pm the Union Flag dropped and the race started. 
 

 
Kirsty guides Wacky Racer along the pit straight on Silverstone’s National Circuit 



 
With many teams suffering electronic failures in the earlier race, or simply 
deciding not to compete, the field was down to just 32 cars but it was 
immediately obvious that the teams to beat would be specialist lightweight 
vehicle manufacturer, Electroad, and two cars from the University of Silesia in 
Poland.  
 
All the Caithness cars were now on very conservative strategies, aiming to run 
for the whole race at a consistent pace. Wacky Racer’s CVT gearbox makes it 
supremely adaptable, and despite now being one of the older cars in 
Greenpower it finished the race in 19th position, ahead of the majority of 
corporate entries. Mjolnir had a problem free race in 11th place, beating Jaguar 
Landrover who are regular rivals in the Formula 24+ series. Coyote narrowly 
avoided disaster when a communication problem meant the car did one more 
lap than planned on the first set of batteries and only just managed to return to 
the pits before the batteries failed completely, however the team recovered 
extremely well to finish in 9th position. 
 
Overall we judged the weekend to be a resounding success, having confirmed 
our position as the top Scottish team as well as being highly competitive south 
of the border; and driving in torrential rain was widely agreed to be 
“Awesome”!  
 
Coyote and Wacky Racer are now being prepared for the Scottish heat at 
Alford on 15th June where they will start as first and second favourites on the 
most difficult track in Greenpower. We have recently had assistance from Lois 
Gray, lecturer in Electrical Engineering and Electronics, to design and build a 
telemetry system that will transmit vehicle data to the pit crew; we hope it will 
make it much easier to judge when to change batteries and look forward to 
using it to our advantage at Alford! 
 
 We would like to thank the Doris Gray Fund for making it possible for us to 
develop our cars and compete at such prestigious events. 
 


