100 YEARS OF WOMEN IN TRANSPORT

1897

Actress Minnie Palmer is the first
woman in England to drive and
own her own car, a French-made
Rougemont automobile.

1900

Pioneering driver Vera Hedges Butler
is the first British woman to pass a
driver’s examination in Paris (driving
tests were not compulsory in Britain
until 1935).

1903

Alabama-born Mary Anderson
invents and patents windscreen
wipers. By 1916 they are a standard
on most auto vehicles.

1897
1910

Baroness Raymonde de Laroche is the
The
first
woman
car
first woman to receive a pilot’s licence.
The Women
of Aviation
driver
and car
owner, Worldwide
Week
falls
on
8
March,
the
date
Minnie Palmer, is born
de Laroche earned her wings.

© Birmingham Public Library

© HistoricWings.com

© Via Ernie Cromie

1897
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Briton
Lilian
Bland becomes
the
The first
woman
car
first woman in the British Isles and
driver
and
car
owner,
possibly the world to design, build
Minnie
Palmer,
is born
and fly her
own plane.

1897
1915

On
Junewoman
Maida Vale
The6first
carstation opens on
the new Bakerloo line extension. It is
driver
and
car
owner,
the first Underground station to be
Minnie
Palmer,byiswomen.
born
staffed entirely
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On 1 November Mrs G. Duncan is the
first woman bus conductor in London.
She starts work with Thomas Tilling
Company on route 37.
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1916

The Women’s Royal Naval Service
(WRNS) is formed, becoming the
first armed forces group to recruit
women. In 1917 Dame Katharine
Furse is named director.

1918

The Women’s Royal Air Force
(WRAF) is established. The 32,000
WRAFs were a major asset during
the war and were dispatched to
RAF bases in Britain, France
and Germany.
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1919

The Women’s Engineering Society
(WES) is founded by Katharine and
Rachel Parsons to promote the
study and practice of engineering
among women. Caroline Haslett,
the first secretary, goes on to
profoundly influence women in
the industry.
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1923
1897

Dorothée Aurélie Pullinger is the first
female
car
designer.
She
designs
the
The first woman car
Galloway, a car specifically for women.
driver
and
car
owner,
In the same year, she becomes the first
Minnie
Palmer,of
is the
born
female member
Institution of
Automobile Engineers.

1928
1897

The
first
woman
car
The Equal Franchise Act gives all
women
in Britain
equal voting
driver and
car owner,
rights
to
men.
Minnie Palmer, is born

1930
1897

Amy Johnson, the first woman to
The
first
woman
car
qualify as a ground engineer, achieves
worldwide
driver andrecognition
car owner,by becoming
the
first
woman
pilot
to
fly
solo
from
Minnie Palmer, is born
England to Australia.
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1934

Elizabeth ‘Elsie’ MacGill is appointed
Chief Aeronautical Engineer at Canada
Car and Foundry (CC&F), becoming the
first woman in the world to hold such
a position.

1945

Waterloo Bridge is completed.
It is known as ‘The Ladies’ Bridge’
due to the fact that it was largely
built by women.

1958

The Life Peerages Act is passed
and stipulates that a woman may
receive a life peerage and sit and
vote in the House of Lords under
the title of Baroness.

1963

Valentina Tereshkova, a Soviet
cosmonaut, becomes the first
woman in space, completing
48 orbits in 71 hours in the
spacecraft Vostok 6.

1965
1897

The Labour MP Barbara Castle is
appointed Minister of Transport. She
The
first
woman
car
is later responsible for the introduction
of breathalysers,
compulsory seat
driver
and car owner,
belts
and
national
speed
limits
and
as
Minnie Palmer, is born
Minister of Employment instates the
Equal Pay Act in 1970.

1897
1968

Sewing machinists at Ford factory
in Dagenham strike due to their
The
first woman
jobs being
classifiedcar
as unskilled.
The
strike
production at all
driver
andstops
car owner,
Ford
UK
plants.
Their
protests
lead
Minnie Palmer, is born
directly to the passing of the
Equal Pay Act 1970.
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1897
1972

Yvonne Pope becomes Britain’s first
The
first
woman
car
woman to pilot a commercial jet,
having
as an air hostess
driver started
and carout
owner,
and
gaining
her
private
pilot
licence
Minnie Palmer, is born
with the Airways Aero Club.
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1974

Jill Viner is London Transport’s first
female bus driver.

1975

The Sexual Discrimination Act and the
Employment Protection Act lead to more
equality in the workplace, ensuring that
women are not discriminated against in
work and training, introducing statutory
maternity leave and making it illegal to
fire a woman because she is pregnant.
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1978

Karen Harrison becomes
the first woman train driver’s
assistant in Britain at the age
of eighteen.

1978

Hannah Dadds becomes the
first female train operator on
the Underground.

1979

Margaret Thatcher becomes the
first female Prime Minister in Britain
and is the longest serving British
Prime Minster of the 20th century.
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1897
1979

The first woman car
Susan Atyeo becomes the first woman
driver
and
car
owner,
signal operator on the Underground.
Minnie Palmer, is born

1897
1980

Lynn Rippelmeyer becomes the first
woman
towoman
pilot a Boeing
The first
car 747 and
the first woman to captain a Jumbo
driver
and
car
owner,
Jet across the Atlantic. In 1982 she
Minnie
born crew of
is part ofPalmer,
the firstisall-female
a Boeing 747.
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1897
1983

The first woman car
Helen Clifford becomes the
driver
and
car
owner,
first female bus mechanic.
Minnie Palmer, is born

1986

An amendment to the Sexual
Discrimination Act enables
women to retire at the same
age as men and lifts the legal
restrictions which prevent
women from working night
shifts in factories.

1991

Dr Helen Sharman becomes the first
British astronaut in space as a member
of the Russian scientific space mission
Project Juno. She is also the first woman
to visit the Mir space station.

1993

Women’s Royal Naval Service
(WRNS) is disbanded, with women
officially integrated into the Royal
Navy. In 1990 the first woman
served in the Royal Navy on a
trial basis.

1999

Margaret Grieco is Britain’s first
Professor of Transport and Society
and becomes actively involved in
developing gendered approaches to
transport in both the developing and
developed world.
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of Women in Transport

1897
2004

180
Women
Thehigh-flying
first woman
car are invited
by Queen Elizabeth II to Buckingham
driver
and
car
owner,
Palace for the first Women achievers
Minnie
lunch. Palmer, is born

2008

Jean Venables is the first woman
president of the Institution of
Civil Engineers (ICE).
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2012

Crossrail receives its first pair of Tunnel
Boring Machines (TBMs), Phyllis and
Ada. TBMs are traditionally named after
women, in homage to St Barbara, the
Patron Saint of tunnel workers, offering
protection. Phyllis Pearsall, born 1906,
single-handedly created the London
A-Z. Ada Lovelace, born 1815, was one
of the earliest computer scientists and
is regarded as having written the first
computer program.

2013

Shelia Holden elected first female
president of CIHT (Chartered
Institution of Highways &
Transportation).
© Crossrail
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2014

First National Women in
Engineering Day (NWED)
celebrates the achievements
of women in engineering.

2014

The launch of the 100 Years of
Women in Transport programme to
celebrate women’s role in transport
over the past 100 years and mark an
industry-wide commitment to
developing our workforce and
engaging with future generations.
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