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Theatreplan is a global theatre consultancy practice, based in central London, that has been designing 
award winning spaces for performance for over 30 years. We provide the complete range of theatre 
planning and technical design services and are currently working on projects in the UK, Europe, Australia, 
Singapore, the Middle East, Hong Kong and China.  

 

Working in collaboration with major architectural practices, we have created award-winning venues such as 
Tara Theatre, London (winner of the Culture and Community Category for Built Projects in the New London 
Awards 2017); the Lyric Theatre, Belfast (2012: RIBA Stirling Prize short-list); the Drama Theatre and Studio 
in the School of the Arts, Singapore (2011: RIBA International Award); and the Hampstead Theatre, London 
(2003: RIBA Award). We are currently designing two new Arts Centres in Hong Kong and theatres at Hong 
Kong University of Science and Technology. We have just completed the about-to-open Conservatoire of 
Music and Drama for Dublin Institute of Technology.  

Stage engineering is a major part of Theatreplan’s consultancy services. We are renowned for our innovation 
in stage engineering, with a long history of pioneering design work, including developing the ground-
breaking stage engineering for the internationally renowned Copenhagen Opera House. Our portfolio of 
world-class clients currently includes Royal Opera House, Covent Garden; Sydney Opera House; Esplanade - 
Theatres on the Bay in Singapore, Royal Albert Hall and London’s Barbican Theatre, where we are 
supporting renewal and refurbishment programmes in stage engineering and technical systems. 
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Theatreplan is looking for an experienced stage engineering consultant with both design and client 

engagement skills.  

 
Reporting to Executive Director Stage Engineering and Technical 
 

The role of the Senior Stage Engineer is to provide high quality design leadership and client management 
skills to the company in delivering stage engineering solutions to new and existing theatres and opera 
houses worldwide. As specialist consultants Theatreplan produce 3D models, drawings and requirements 
specifications to explore design options and communicate design intent to the rest of the design team. Our 
primary duty is to create machinery solutions that are safe, realisable, affordable and highly available, to 
meet the demanding requirements of international opera houses, theatres and concert halls. 
 

− Line-manage the Junior Stage Engineer 

− Create concepts for bespoke mechanical systems and work with the Junior Stage Engineer to 
model them in 3D with basic structural design checks where required  

− Attend site meetings and inspections with the Project Leader to progress the implementation of our 
designs by specialist stage engineering contractors 

− Create visualisations in support of project proposals which could include both text and graphic 
design  

− Prepare written tender specifications 

− Work proactively as part of multiple project teams  

− In time take the lead role on some Stage Engineering projects 

− Respond to email and telephone enquiries professionally and swiftly  

 

The candidate will ideally be an engineering or STEM graduate in with the ability to reach across engineering 
disciplines and with a genuine inquisitiveness in the application of engineering to the creative arts. 
 
Essential personal attributes considered necessary for the Senior Stage Engineer include: 

Good communication skills: 

− Able to collaborate with the Directors, Consultants and Revit Team to ensure tasks and 
timescales are clearly understood 

− Able to proactively contribute at design team meetings and workshops 

− Have very good spoken and good written English 
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Organisation: 

− Have confident people management skills, with a good understanding of how to bring the 
best out of staff  

− Methodical approach to identifying and prioritising competing tasks and demands from 
multiple projects 

− A self-starter who is comfortable solving problems and taking the initiative when the 
situation requires it 

− Ability to multi-task whilst retaining focus 

 

Skills: 

− Previous experience of operating, managing or specifying stage engineering systems 

− Proficient in a at least 2D CAD and ideally some proficiency in 3D modelling 

− Willingness to learn Revit 

− Good technical writing skills 

− IT proficient in the core Microsoft Office applications (Essential: Word, Excel, Outlook. 
Desirable: Visio, PowerPoint) 

Team working: 

− Willing to develop a deeper understanding of the technical systems design process, theatre 
design and the technical theatre industry  

− A desire to play a key role in the future of the company  

− Willingness to travel globally for short periods 

− Willing to embrace the challenges and demands of a dynamic working office environment 
and have fun along the way!  

Interests: 

− Genuine interest in the arts and a keen desire to learn about the application of engineering 

to the creative and performing arts 

 

− Control theory and the design of control systems 

− Software development, particularly Python (for scripting data driven design in Revit) 

− Experience of Functional Safety methodologies and standards 

− A desire to gain an understanding of other technical disciplines (lighting, sound, AV, theatre 
planning) 

− An understanding of how theatres and other entertainment venues function: artistically, 

operationally and financially 

− 22 days annual leave and 8 bank holidays + 3 further discretionary days at Christmas 

− International travel (when possible) to one or more of the world’s leading performance venues 

− Experience working in a friendly, multi-disciplinary team of architects, engineers and creatives 

− Potential for a permanent role 

− Our offices are in central London (working from home initially), with a minute’s walk of Russell 
Square underground station. We are currently developing a flexible working policy for the post 
Covid-19 environment. 
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Please submit your CV and a written statement, no more than two sides of A4 at 12pt. typeface, which tells 

us why you are suitable for the post.  

Please respond to the person specification above, making sure you address each area within the person 

specification in your answers. Give examples of what you have done personally and how this experience 

relates to the person specification. Examples could be taken from part of your learning and education, from 

past or present roles, or more broadly through your personal interests. 

We particularly encourage applications from women, Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic, and disabled 

candidates, as women, BAME and disabled people are currently under-represented in the engineering 

industry. 

Send this information to careers@theatreplan.com including ‘Senior Stage Engineer’ in the subject field by 

the closing date is Sunday 25 April 2021. 

Good luck – we look forward to hearing from you. 
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