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Bank of England 
Threadneedle St             
London, EC2R 8AH  
 
17 June 2013 
 
Dear Bank of England,  
 
The Women's Engineering Society (WES) is a professional, not-for-profit network of women engineers, 
scientists and technologists offering inspiration, support and professional development who have been 
in existence since 1919. WES work in partnership with many organisations who campaign to encourage 
women and girls to participate and achieve in areas such as engineering where traditionally they have 
been significantly under-represented. One of the most successful ways of encouraging young girls into 
engineering is through the use of role models, and we are constantly striving to show young people 
that success and enjoyment can be achieved through an engineering career. In fact, in all walks of life 
role models are important, as they show us what can be done, and that somebody before us has 
actually done it already. 
 
It is for this reason that we write to you now to urge you to maintain the presence of a pioneering 
woman on one of the UK bank notes. Lack of female representation would be a gross oversight and 
entirely unrepresentative of 50% of the population. Do we want to give our young people the message 
that there is no woman in the UK who has achieved anything worthy of celebration? Indeed, even a 
cursory look at the UK Honours system shows a very fair gender balance in the honours awarded, 
rightly recognising the contributions that we know that women make to society. Why is this not 
reflected in our bank notes? 
 
In view of the above, we offer you three proposals for a woman representative from the world of 
engineering: 
 
Caroline Haslett was an electrical engineer, first secretary and later President of WES in 1940. 
She campaigned at the time for electricity to be used more widely in the household, thus 
releasing women from manual household chores and freeing up their time to allow them to 
contribute to the workforce. She was an adviser to Government on employment for women. 
The picture to the right is of Caroline Haslett from the WES archive held at IET Savoy Place. 
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Amy Johnson was President of WES between 1935-1937 and is the UK's most famous female aviator, after 
having been the first woman to fly solo from England to Australia in 1930 her Gypsy Moth, which she achieved 
at the age of 26. Her flying career began in 1928 and other triumphs included becoming the first female ground 
engineer licensed by the Air Ministry, and being awarded the C.B.E. for her flying achievements. 

Ada Lovelace, born in 1815, is often referred to as the first computer programmer and is celebrated today 
through the Ada Lovelace Day. Ada Lovelace Day is about sharing stories of women — whether engineers, 
scientists, technologists or mathematicians — who have inspired you to become who you are today. The aim is 
to create new role models for girls and women in these male-dominated fields by raising the profile of other 
women in STEM.  

We are currently predicting a skills gap in engineering which will adversely affect our ability for 
economic growth in the coming years, and the employment of more girls in this discipline would make 
an enormous difference to this industry and the diverse talent available. You can help with this by 
raising the profile of one of our pioneers and bringing women in engineering into the consciousness of 
our youngsters. You may even get the reward of a stronger economy as a result. 
 
We hope that you will seriously consider this request.  
 
Yours sincerely 
  
 
 
 

 

Dawn Bonfield  CEng, MIMMM, MWES 
WES Vice President 

Email: office@wes.org.uk  
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