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WES Karen Burt ‘Best Newly Qualified Chartered Engineer’ Award 
Winner Announced 
 

The Women’s Engineering Society is pleased to announce that the 
winner of the 2012 Karen Burt Award for the best newly qualified 
Chartered Engineer is Kate Cooksey from the Institution of Civil 
Engineers. 
Kate is a tunnelling engineer employed by UK construction and 
infrastructure business Morgan Sindall, currently working on the 
Crossrail project. She has had an outstanding career to-date having 
been recognised on a number of occasions already for her 
contributions to engineering. A graduate in Civil Engineering from 
Cardiff University, Kate has been actively involved since her student 
days in the set-up of student and graduate groups to promote civil and tunnelling engineering, 
notably setting up the British Tunnelling Society Young Members Committee in 2008. In recognition 
of her achievements, Kate made the 2012 Management Today 35 Women Under 35 List, was a 
finalist of the Women of the Future Awards – Science and Technology Category – in 2009, and a 
finalist of the NCE Graduate Awards 2008. 
The Karen Burt Award will be presented on 16th October 2012 at the Ada Lovelace Live! event in 
London – an evening of entertainment in celebration of women in STEM, which takes place at the 
IET London, Savoy Place WC2R 0BL, starting at 6.30pm. Tickets are £10 each and £5 for students and 
are on sale at www.wes.org.uk/ada - all welcome. 
 

Editor’s Notes 
 Kate Cooksey 

Kate Cooksey graduated from Cardiff University in 2007 with a 1st Class MEng degree in Civil 
Engineering. She has worked on a wide variety of tunnelling projects, from small flood relief 
schemes, where she was able to help remove properties from the flood risk register, through 
to large multi-million pound projects such as the new £14.8bn railway through the heart of 
London, Crossrail, where she now works as a technical advisor to the Instrumentation and 
Monitoring team in the delivery of a £235 million project. 
Amongst a number of other achievements, Kate was the founder of the British Tunnelling 
Society Young Members Committee (BTSYM) in 2008 and the committee is now about to 
start its fifth year as an active group of the British Tunnelling Society, winning the 2011 
Tunnels and Tunnelling International Sustainability Award: Investors in People. 
She was instrumental in establishing an MSc in Tunnelling and Underground Space at 
Warwick University in 2011, the first of its kind in the UK, where she is now a guest lecturer. 

 

 The Women’s Engineering Society and the Karen Burt Memorial Award 
Founded in 1919, the Women’s Engineering Society (WES) is a professional, not-for-profit 
network of women engineers, scientists and technologists offering inspiration, support and 
professional development. 
Although the world has changed since a group of women decided to band together to create 
an organisation to support women in engineering, the need is still there. WES works in a 
number of ways to support women in STEM, to encourage the study and application of 
engineering, to promote gender equality in the workplace, and to award excellence and 
encourage achievement through our awards and grants schemes. www.wes.org.uk  
 

Karen Burt was a WES Council member who campaigned to improve the recruitment and 
retention of women in science and engineering. She was instrumental in the establishment 

http://www.wes.org.uk/ada
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2 October 2012 
 

of the Centre for Advanced Instrumentation Systems at University College, London, but her 
career at UCL was cut tragically short by a stroke. 
The Karen Burt Memorial Award was first presented in 1999 and is given each year to a 
newly Chartered woman in engineering, applied science, and IT. 
“The award recognises the candidate’s excellence and potential in the practice of 
engineering and highlights the importance of Chartered status, as well as offering 
recognition to contributions made by the candidate to the promotion of the engineering 
profession.” www.wes.org.uk/karen-burt-award  

 

 The Institution of Civil Engineers 
ICE is a global membership organisation that promotes and advances civil engineering 
around the world. Its purpose is to qualify professionals engaged in civil engineering, 
exchange knowledge and best practice, and promote their contribution to society. ICE 
members help to create the structures and systems that sustain society. They are 
responsible for designing, building, maintaining and improving bridges, roads, canals, docks, 
office buildings, hospitals, schools, airports, power stations, railways, flood defences, water-
treatment facilities... everywhere.  ICE now has 80,000 members worldwide, of which less 
than 10% are women www.ice.org.uk/ 

 

 Ada Lovelace Live! Event Featuring the WES Karen Burt Award 
Ada Lovelace Day celebrates the achievements of women in STEM, bringing together people 
from around the world to talk about the women who inspire them. This year a number of 
events have been organised to celebrate this day, including Ada Lovelace Live! Featuring the 
WES Karen Burt Award. www.wes.org.uk/ada. Helen Arney, Dr Suzie Sheehy, Gia Milinovich, 
Dr Helen Scales, Helen Keen, Dr Alice Bell, Sarah Angliss and Sydney Padua contribute to an 
entertaining evening of science, technology, comedy and song on Ada Lovelace Day, 
featuring all manner of wonders, from particle physics to the secrets behind our fridges' 
hum, from performing robots to a celebration of the Shark Lady, marine biologist Eugenie 
Clark. We'll also hear about the Mercury 13, the group of women who independently 
underwent the same astronaut training as the Mercury Seven but never met as a group and 
never went into space, and of course we will hear more from Kate Cooksey about her life as 
a tunnel design engineer.  Ada Lovelace Live! is an event not to be missed! Find out more 
about Ada Lovelace herself, and other Ada Lovelace Day events and activity across the globe 
at www.findingada.com. 

 

For further information contact: 

Dawn Bonfield 
Women’s Engineering Society 
office@wes.org.uk 
Tel. 01438 765506 
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